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Virginia-Carolina Interchange

4th Street Park

Front Park

Waterfront/Emerson Young Park

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park

The City is studying the feasibility of decommissioning the 
Virginia-Carolina Interchange off-ramp. Should this occur, a 
greenspace for court sports, lawns, picnicking, a playground, 
and parking could be created, as well vehicular, cycling, and 
pedestrian access from Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park 
back to the city. 

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park will be expanded to include 
4th Street Park via a new and iconic pedestrian and cycling 
bridge. The bridge will improve neighborhood connections and 
provide a safe and accessible gateway to the park for all. In the 
long term, the Design Vision foresees that 4th Street Park will 
become a beloved community space for Lakeview residents. The 
possibility exists for basketball courts, a multi-use lawn, and a 
playground to be constructed at a later phase.

A collaboration between City Parks and the 
Buffalo Olmsted Parks Conservancy creates 
the potential to modify the recreation already 
offered in Front Park. An additional regulation-
sized soccer pitch could be added by relocating 
the tennis courts currently housed there. 

With three tennis courts, one basketball court, and a flexible 
open lawn, Waterfront/Emerson Young Park already offers 
recreation options, but these could be augmented. The 
space can fit three multiuse game fields, a practice area, a 
playground, several court sports, and a restroom facility – 
the City of Buffalo is currently surveying the area to identify 
recreation gaps. These changes can help connect Downtown to 
the waterfront through Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park.  

MVVA’s vision for LaSalle Park maintains the park’s current assets: its 
intensive recreation use, event capacity, and extensive views of Lake 
Erie. By expanding the variety of experiences available to visitors at 
LaSalle, MVVA hopes to make the park even better. From overlooks to 
sheltered valleys, wetlands to formal allées, the design defines and 
connects all zones of the park. Through the use of paths, roads, lighting, 
seating, comfort stations, and concessions, the park will be accessible 
and welcoming to everyone. The construction budget and phasing will 
be further developed in the next stage of design. The estimated park 
completion is spring of 2024. 

How Can Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park Tie in With Future Improvements in Buffalo?
As the design vision for the park evolves it is important to 
keep in mind the potential for future changes within the 
larger neighborhood context. Developed in coordination 
with the City of Buffalo and the Buffalo Olmsted Parks 
Conservancy, the Contextual Master Plan looks for 
opportunities to strengthen the connection between the 
new vision for Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park and the 
ongoing development of Buffalo’s larger system of parks and 
open spaces.

Program and circulation within the reconfigured park 
have been determined with an understanding of future 
improvements outside the project boundary. These include 
upgrades to fields, courts, and the playground at 4th Street 
Park, which will already be connected to the park by the 
new bridge over I-190. Another possibility is that the existing 
recreational program at nearby Front Park might be modified 
to provide additional neighborhood soccer fields, which are 
in high demand. The Contextual Master Plan also explores 
the possibility that the Virginia-Carolina interchange might 

be decommissioned, providing an exciting opportunity for 
substantial new parkland and program east of I-190. This 
space could be connected to Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial 
Park with a new bridge for all modes of travel, including 
pedestrians and cars. Future improvements to Waterfront/
Emerson Young Park might include reimagining recreation 
activities to respond to neighborhood needs as well as a 
continuous greenspace connection from Buffalo’s civic center 
to the waterfront.

Ralph C. Wilson, Jr. Centennial Park


