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and ideas from parks in other US cities. The group
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in Chicago, Cincinnati, and New York City, and reached out
to their neighbors and community partners to get involved
in the community process.

A stakeholder group of 19 local organizations or agencies
provided technical guidance and advised on collaboration
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information about nearby projects or programs that may
impact the future of LaSalle Park.
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summer campers to the park to take pictures and write
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from faculty from UB’s School of Architecture and Planning,
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public input for this report.
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to a team that administered the survey at the park on
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groups provided outreach support by getting the word out
or hosting the survey team at local or regional gathering
places.
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Imagine LaSalle was crafted
through a multifaceted
research and community
engagement approach that
aimed to answer basic, yet
critical questions to guide
the future of LaSalle Park.
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station, which provides
the city’s water supply,
sits within LaSalle Park.
The station is closed to
the public and fenced in
to ensure security. But
the engineering marvel
hosts annual tours to small
audiences that showcase
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Community Engagement and Outreach

Focus group
representing
community
voices
Working with the City of
Buffalo and community leaders,
a focus group was developed
to guide vision planning and
serve as ambassadors to
the community throughout
the project. Focus group
composition was designed
to represent the diversity
of voices and cultures that
regularly use LaSalle Park.
Community- and cultural-based
park users
Neighborhood leaders
League or special event user
groups
Youth and regional park users

The focus group took
inspiration from park tours
in three cities, focusing on
parks with relevant lessons for
Buffalo.

Youth
perspectives
captured
through photos
ÒĸôşúƦúîŰęłĸŦ
Youth from The Belle Center,
a nearby community center,
were invited to participate in
a photography and journaling
activity called “PhotoVoice.”
Kids walked through LaSalle
Park with cameras to
photograph things they like
or dislike, then wrote about
their photos back at The Belle
Center.

Community
survey reaching
1,100+ community
members

Stakeholders
providing
technical
guidance

Imagine LaSalle’s community
survey set out to understand
what LaSalle Park means to
neighborhoods throughout the
city, how residents connect
to the park, and the amenities
they think would make LaSalle
better. Survey highlights
include: 28 visits to LaSalle,
engaging everyday park users
as well as those attending small
and large events; four visits to
other waterfront destinations
to gain a regional perspective;
two visits to the Lafayette High
School Community Garden;
availability in seven languages;
park signage drawing people
to a mobile phone-based
version of the survey; and a
version available online aimed
at engaging
ging neighborhood and
community
nity groups throughout
Buffalo..

A group of stakeholder
organizations provided
technical guidance. They
reviewed and provided input
on background research and
shared information about
nearby projects or programs
that may impact the future of
LaSalle Park.
The stakeholder group
represents 19 organizations
that manage or own nearby
property or infrastructure, are
working on recreation or public
space initiatives elsewhere
on the waterfront, or offer
regional perspective on topics
or interests related to LaSalle
Park.

New York City
Chicago
Cincinnati

Imagine LaSalle: A Community Vision for Buffalo’s LaSalle Park | October 2018

5

The History of
LaSalle Park
LaSalle Park

Imagining a better future for LaSalle calls
for a look back at the park’s history—how
it came to be, how it transformed over
the years, and how it continues to change
today.
LaSalle Park emerged from the waters of
Lake Erie—literally—as much of the land
that makes up the park was originally
below water. In 1911, the City of Buffalo
purchased a tract of land and underwater
property between Georgia and Jersey
Streets for $1 million. The massive Colonel
Francis G. Ward pumping station, an
architectural and industrial marvel that
still provides the city’s water supply, was
completed in 1915. The property was used
as dumping grounds through the 1920s,
DQGJUDGXDOO\ĆOOHGLQXQWLOZKHQ
plans to create a permanent park were
ĆQDOL]HG7KH&LW\WKHQEHJDQOHYHOLQJ
seeding, and landscaping the area, and
Centennial Park opened during Buffalo’s
&HQWHQQLDO&HOHEUDWLRQLQ$WWKDW
time, the Erie Canal formed the eastern
edge of the park where the I-190 is today.
Soon after, Centennial Park was renamed
LaSalle Park after René-Robert Cavalier
GH/D6DOOHæWKHĆUVW(XURSHDQH[SORUHUWR
view the land that later became the City of
Buffalo.
Over the years, the landscape of the park
JUDGXDOO\FKDQJHGDVVSRUWVĆHOGVDQG
recreational amenities were added, but
little formal planning was done. In 1998,
the City completed a comprehensive
Master Plan for LaSalle Park. Some of the
proposals of the 1998 Master Plan were
SXWLQSODFHLQFOXGLQJWKHUHFRQĆJXUDWLRQ
RIVSRUWVĆHOGV,QWKHWLPHVLQFHRWKHUELJ
changes were made to the park, like the
DGGLWLRQRIWKHGRJSDUNDQGVNDWHSOD]D,Q
2017, the park’s master plan was updated.

1930s

1

2

3

1

DHULDOYLHZRI&HQWHQQLDO3DUNZKLOHLWZDVVWLOOEHLQJFUHDWHG7KH(ULH&DQDOćRZLQJDORQJWKH
park’s edge, and Colonel Ward Pumping station (upper right) are both visible.

Image Credit: WNY Heritage Press, 2006. Retrieved August, 2018 at https://web.archive.org/web/20060110192549/http:/wnyheritagepress.org:80/photos_week_2005/lasalle_park/lasalle_park.htm

Sources: City of Buffalo, De Leuw Cather & Company, and
Foit-Albert Associates, Architects, P.C., “Buffalo’s Premier
Waterfront Park: LaSalle Park Master Plan,” 1998; The Buffalo
News, August 21, 1931 retrieved at http://buffaloah.com/a/
LasallePk/tc.html.
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2

Map from 1895 showing the natural shoreline of the area that later became LaSalle Park.

3

VPDSRIWKHDUHDDURXQG/D6DOOH3DUN7KH(ULH&DQDOćRZHGZKHUHWKH,H[LVWVWRGD\

Image Credit: Ibid.

Image Credit: Ibid.
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LaSalle Park

TODAY

4
4

Aerial photo of LaSalle Park in 2015, taken from a similar viewpoint shown
in the 1932 aerial image.
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$QRQWKHJURXQGORRNIURP1RYHPEHUDWWKHODQGWKDWEHFDPH
&HQWHQQLDO/D6DOOH3DUNDVLWZDVEHLQJĆOOHGDQGJUDGHG
Image Credit: Ibid.
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5

DHULDOYLHZRIWKHVHDSODQHODQGLQJUDPSDW/D6DOOH3DUN7KHFLW\èV
ĆUVWLQWHUQDWLRQDOSDVVHQJHUćLJKWDPLQXWHWULSWR7RURQWRWRRNRII
IURPWKLVVSRWRQ-XQH7RGD\WKHVHDSODQHUDPSLVGHWHULRUDWHG
EXWSODQVWRFRQYHUWLWLQWRDIRUPDOODXQFKIRUQRQPRWRUL]HGERDWVDUH
under consideration.
Source: Buffalo Evening News, June 29, 1929, retrieved August 2018 at https://www.
buffalohistorygazette.net/2010/07/buffalo-international-airporton-outer.html
Image Credit: The Buffalo History Gazette, 2010. Retrieved August, 2018 at https://www.
buffalohistorygazette.net/2010/07/buffalo-international-airporton-outer.html
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Planning Context
for LaSalle Park
Over the last 20 years, planning efforts at the regional, citywide, neighborhood,
and site level shaped the development of LaSalle Park and its relation to its
VXUURXQGLQJV$ORRNDWZKDWWKHVHSODQVVD\DERXW/D6DOOH3DUNLVDQLPSRUWDQW
starting point for understanding what people value about the park and its role in
the broader Buffalo planning framework.
The research team for Imagine LaSalle reviewed 17 relevant plans to understand
KRZ/D6DOOH3DUNĆWVLQWKHFLW\èVEURDGHUSODQQLQJIUDPHZRUNDQGWRHOHYDWH
FRPPXQLW\YDOXHVWRJXLGHWKHSDUNèVIXWXUH$FDUHIXOUHYLHZRIWKHJRDOV
objectives, values, and principles suggest some common themes that describe
foundational values for LaSalle Park’s future.

Key Planning Themes
Connect People
to the Waterfront

Celebrate
Diversity

Focus on
Accessibility

Plans at the city, neighborhood,
and regional level all emphasize
reconnecting Buffalo with
the waterfront. Buffalo’s
neighborhoods originally
met the city’s waterfront, but
decisions of the past severed
many of those connections.
Plans show the value of
reconnecting city residents
with water through new and
improved points of access and
a shift away from automobileoriented design towards
multi-modal design. LaSalle
Park’s waterfront should be
easily accessible to all residents,
regardless of socioeconomic
status, ability, or mode of
transportation.

LaSalle Park should celebrate
the richness and diversity of the
cultures in the neighborhoods
that surround the park.
Stronger connections between
LaSalle Park and adjacent
neighborhoods would serve
to create a public space that
celebrates the diversity of
city residents. Park amenities
VKRXOGDOVRUHćHFWWKH
cultural needs and desires of
surrounding communities.
This is a key priority raised in
the 1998 Master Plan and is
consistent with the city and
region’s priority of promoting
diversity and inclusion.

LaSalle Park is isolated from
surrounding neighborhoods
and the city. Planning efforts
VHHNWRĆQGVROXWLRQVWKDWPDNH
LaSalle Park easier to get to,
while striking a better balance
between vehicle, bike, and
pedestrian accessibility, both in
getting to and around the park.
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Protect and
Restore the
Environment
Buffalo’s waterfront, including
LaSalle Park, evolved over the
years as natural landscapes
were reshaped to suit the needs
of humans and support industry
and commerce. Previous
planning efforts emphasize
the restoration of natural
shorelines along the waterfront,
EHQHĆWLQJZLOGOLIHDQGSHRSOH
Softening the shoreline
creates new opportunities for
education and recreation while
bringing people closer to the
water.

Plans Reviewed
Park Plans
LaSalle Park Master Plan, 1998
Final Design Report for LaSalle Park Design & Waterfront
$FFHVV
86$UP\&RUSRI(QJLQHHUV'HWDLOHG3URMHFW5HSRUWDQG
(QYLURQPHQWDO$VVHVVPHQW

LaSalle Park (113216)
City of Buffalo, Erie County, New York
Section 103 Hurricane and Storm Damage Reduction
DETAILED PROJECT REPORT AND
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

February 2014 (100% Complete Draft)
Prepared by:
United States Army Corps of Engineers
Great Lakes and Ohio River Division
Buffalo District
1776 Niagara Street
Buffalo, New York 14207-3199

1

Neighborhood Plans
West Side Sustainable Community Plan, 2010
%URGHULFN3DUN0DVWHU3ODQ
Downtown Buffalo Infrastructure and Public Realm
Framework, 2015

City Plans
Queen City in the 21st Century, 2006

Create
Opportunities for
Recreation

Recognize LaSalle
as a Regional
Asset

LaSalle Park is a recreational
asset for local and regional
residents and visitors. Park
goers enjoy passive recreation
activities as simple as lounging
at the water’s edge and taking
in the sights of Lake Erie.
LaSalle Park also offers active
recreational opportunities
along the waterfront, like
festivals, athletic leagues,
pick-up games, playgrounds, a
VNDWHSDUNDGRJSDUNĆVKLQJ
swimming, bicycling and more.
Past planning efforts sought to
enhance existing recreational
elements of LaSalle Park while
adding additional features
to supplement the amenities
already offered.

LaSalle Park is not just a
community park, but a regional
attraction that offers a public
EHQHĆWWRUHVLGHQWVRIWKH
greater Buffalo Niagara region.
/D6DOOH3DUNVKRXOGUHćHFW
its role as an amenity for all
of Western New York and as
a gateway to the city and the
country. This includes enhanced
connectivity and synergies with
other regional amenities and
public spaces.

Queen City Waterfront Plan, 2007
5LYHUZDON5HYLWDOL]DWLRQ'UDIW$FWLRQ3ODQ
Buffalo Green Code Land Use Plan, 2015
Buffalo Bicycle Master Plan Update, 2016
%XIIDOR/RFDO:DWHUIURQW5HYLWDOL]DWLRQ3URJUDP /:53 
Plan, 2017

Regional Plans
(ULH&RXQW\3DUNV0DVWHU3ODQ:DWHUIURQW6WUDWHJ\
Great Lakes Seaway Trail Corridor Management Plan, 2005
1LDJDUD5LYHU+DELWDW&RQVHUYDWLRQ6WUDWHJ\
Niagara River Greenway Plan and Final Environmental
Impact Statement, 2017
Empire State Trail Plan, 2017
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Parks & Recreational Opportunities
along Buffalo’s Waterfront
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Black Rock Canal Park

UNITY ISLAND
PARK

Sitting along the Niagara River, Black Rock
Canal Park is a prime stop along Buffalo’s
Riverwalk Trail, featuring a boat launch for
motorboats and jet skis, and an off-leash Bark
Park for dogs.
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The last park to be added to Buffalo’s historic
Olmsted system, Riverside Park is a nationally
registered historic site that offers many
amenities.
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Tow Path Park
7RZ3DWK3DUNLVDĆYHDFUHFRXQW\SDUNQDPHG
for the historic towpath that once followed the
Erie Canal. It offers views of the Niagara River,
DQGLVDSRSXODUVSRWIRUĆVKLQJDQGSLFQLFNLQJ
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Unity Island Park
The northern end of Unity Island offers
panoramic views of the Niagara River and
winding recreational trails for pedestrians and
bicyclists that form part of the Riverwalk Trail.
The city’s wastewater treatment facility also
sits on the island, just south of the park.
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The newly renovated Broderick Park on the
southern tip of Unity Island sits at an historic
endpoint of the Underground Railroad. Today,
LWLVDSRSXODUĆVKLQJVSRWWKDWFRQQHFWVWRWKH
Bird Island Pier for long walks with one-of-akind waterfront views.

Front Park
Front Park is an historic Olmsted park featuring
a semi-circular terrace with panoramic views of
Lake Erie and the Niagara River. The park once
included the neighboring Fort Porter grounds,
where the Peace Bridge Plaza exists today.
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Riverwalk and
multi-use trails
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Broderick Park
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Amenities

Baseball

Skate Park

Boat Launch

Playground

Football

Basketball

Kayak/Canoe
Launch

Amphitheater

Soccer

Splash Pad

Concessions

Parking

Tennis

Pool

Picnic Shelter

Restrooms

Ice Rink

Dog Park

Multi-Use Trail

Columbus and Prospect Park

Times Beach Nature Preserve

These neighboring pocket parks are two of
Buffalo’s oldest public spaces. About a half-mile off
the waterfront, one can feel refreshing breezes off
the lake, but without the waterfront views.

Once a dumping ground for dredged materials,
the protected wetlands and woodlands of Times
Beach now provide wildlife habitat with trails and
boardwalks to take in the sights and sounds of
nature amidst the backdrop of downtown Buffalo.

LaSalle Park

Wilkeson Pointe

Buffalo’s largest waterfront park offers many
VSRUWVĆHOGVRSHQPHDGRZVDQGWUDLOVZKHUHSDUN
goers can take in panoramic waterfront views. The
park also features an off-leash dog park, and the
city’s only skate park.

Established as a park in 2013, Wilkeson Pointe
features naturalized landscapes, a wind sculpture
park, a public beach, kayak launches, and a beer
garden on Buffalo’s Outer Harbor.

Waterfront/Emerson Park

Outer Harbor

Another city park separated from the waterfront
by the I-190, Waterfront/Emerson Young Park has
VSRUWVĆHOGVDQGDSOD\JURXQGIRUQHLJKERUKRRG
residents to enjoy.

This open area features a bike path which connects
by ferry to the Inner Harbor at Canalside, and offers
event space for summertime concerts and festivals.
Future plans include natural restoration, mountain
ELNHWUDLOVDQGćH[HYHQWVSDFH

Erie Basin Marina

Buffalo Harbor State Park

Erie Basin Marina is a municipal inland harbor
completed in the 1970s that offers a place to dock
and launch boats, as well as several restaurants,
restrooms, a small beach, gardens, and a public
REVHUYDWLRQGHFNZLWKPDJQLĆFHQWYLHZVRI/DNH
Erie and the Buffalo skyline.

1HZ<RUNèVQHZHVWVWDWHSDUNDQGWKHĆUVWZLWKLQ
the City of Buffalo, this park along Lake Erie
features a nautical themed playground, a beach,
boat launches, and a restaurant.

Buffalo and Erie County Naval &
Military Park

Tifft Nature Preserve

This waterfront park hosts a museum that pays
WULEXWHWRWKHVDFULĆFHVRIRXUQDWLRQèVPLOLWDU\,W
is home to several massive decommissioned US
Naval vessels, smaller vessels and military aircraft.

7KLVDFUHQDWXUHVDQFWXDU\ERDVWVĆYHPLOHV
of trails through forests, ponds and wetlands, and
offers programs for environmental education and
VFLHQWLĆFUHVHDUFK

Union Ship Canal Commons

Canalside
Canalside has quickly become Buffalo’s premier
waterfront attraction. The heart of Buffalo’s
waterfront revitalization, the space hosts a
plethora of events throughout the year, including
festivals, concerts, and an outdoor ice-skating rink.

7KLVUHKDELOLWDWHGEURZQĆHOGRQFHWKHVLWHRIDQ
iron smelting factory, is now a peaceful waterfront
SDUNZLWKELNHWUDLOVĆVKLQJVSRWVDQGDPSOH
seating to take in the waterfront views.

Imagine LaSalle: A Community Vision for Buffalo’s LaSalle Park | October 2018

13

Looking at
LaSalle
Up-Close

Picnic
Shelter

With an area of approximately 90 acres, LaSalle Park is the City of Buffalo’s largest
waterfront park. Located on the shore where Lake Erie and the Niagara River meet,
the park offers expansive waterfront views alongside an array of recreational
amenities. During warmer months, LaSalle Park comes alive as regular park visitors
from the city are joined by visitors who come from around the region to enjoy
musical, cultural, and community events held in the park.

Splash Pool Playground

Pool

Skate
Park

Football

T-ball

Baseball

Little
League

ve
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Po

190

Buffalo
Yacht Club

DAR
Dr

Colonel Ward
Pumping Station

Amv
ets

Dr

Riverwalk Trail

World War II
and Korean War
Veterans Memorial

Parking along the length of
Amvets Dr

Black Rock Canal

Pedestrian/Bike Access to LaSalle Park

Porter Ave Entrance
14
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Hudson St Footbridge

Dog Park

Park Entrances
Pedestrian and
BicyFOH$FFHVV

Softball

Amphitheater

Soccer

Picnic
Shelters

Playground

$XWR3edestrian
and BicyFOH$FFHss

Hu

ds
on

St

Concessions
(currently
unavailable)

190

Lakefront
Blvd
Former Seaplane
Ramp

Lakefront Blvd Entrance

Access to the park is provided at three entrances: 3RUWHU$YH
Hudson St., and Lakefront Blvd. At the Porter entrance, visitors
can arrive by bike, foot, or car. When entering at Hudson, visitors
must cross over a six lane interstate highway via pedestrian
bridge. Visitors arriving via Lakefront can enter by foot or bike,
but not by motorized vehicle.
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Amenities/Facilities
at LaSalle Park

LaSalle Park is one of the most widely used parks in Buffalo.
With its waterfront setting and wide range of facilities, LaSalle
RIIHUVDXQLTXHH[SHULHQFHWKDWLVKDUGWRĆQGLQRWKHUFLW\SDUNV

Pool and Splash Pad
With an average of over
15,000 visits each summer, the
Centennial Pool is the most
widely used public pool in Buffalo
and can attract more than
500 swimmers on hot, sunny
days. Reconstructed in 2010,
Centennial is the city’s most
up-to-date pool, and accounts
for 25% of all public pool usage in
Buffalo.

Skate Park
Opened in 2010, the LaSalle Skate Plaza
is the only skate park in Buffalo. With its
unique waterfront setting, it has received
national attention and attracted world-ranked
professional skaters. It was updated in 2017, and
SODQVIRUDĆQDOXSJUDGHDUHXQGHUZD\

Colonel F. G. Ward
Pumping Station
The Colonel Ward pumping
station, which provides
the city’s water supply,
sits within LaSalle Park.
The station is closed to
the public and fenced in
to ensure security. The
engineering marvel hosts
annual tours to small
audiences that showcase
WKHSODQWèVĆYHIRRWWDOO
steam pumps that once
pumped 30 million gallons
of water a day.

Riverwalk Trail

Baseball Diamonds

Buffalo’s Riverwalk Trail,
partially renovated in
2017, is part of the Niagara
River Greenway and the
Erie County Shoreline
Trail. The portion of the
Riverwalk Trail that runs
through LaSalle is used
daily for running, walking,
cycling, or just enjoying the
scenery.

The nine diamonds at
LaSalle Park are used
by a number of leagues,
most frequently the
West Side Little League,
over 200 times each year
for both baseball and
softball. The diamonds
closest to the football
ĆHOGXVHGE\/LWWOH
Leagues, have the most
use. The diamonds are
also regularly used for
casual play.

,2/ "ǿ +)60&0,#++2)),$0,#-/(-"/*&10+!-2)& -,,)11"+!+ "ǾǗǕǖǛȒǗǕǖǜǽ"1/&"3"!#/,*1%"&16,#2ƛ),Ǿ"-/1*"+1,#/(0+!" /"1&,+Ǿ2$201ǾǗǕǖǝǽ

16

Imagine LaSalle: A Community Vision for Buffalo’s LaSalle Park | October 2018

Soccer Fields
Along with daily pick-up games,
WKHVRFFHUĆHOGVDUHXVHGE\D
number of leagues, and for large
events, like the international
soccer tournament that takes
place each year on World
Refugee Day. The use of soccer
ĆHOGVLQFUHDVHGLQUHFHQW
years as Buffalo’s immigrant
community grew.

Football Field
7KHIRRWEDOOĆHOGLVRIWHQXVHGIRU
playing catch and pick-up games. The
ĆHOGDOVRKRVWVSUDFWLFHVDQGJDPHV
for the West Side Seahawks, a little
league football team.

Picnic Shelters

Pavilion
Dog Park (“The Barkyard”)
7KHĆUVWRIĆFLDORIIOHDVKGRJSDUN
in the city, the Barkyard attracts
thousands of visitors throughout
the year, and garnered broad public
VXSSRUWVLQFHĆUVWRSHQLQJDVD
temporary space in 2007.

The pavilion hosts events for a diverse range of
communities and cultures. Annual events include
the Puerto Rican
& Hispanic Day
Parade, Rick James
Funk Fest, and
others. The lawn
facing the stage
is used by adult
kickball leagues.

The park’s seven
picnic shelters
are used every
weekend over
the summer for
a variety of events, including family
reunions, cookouts, birthdays, baby
showers, cultural activities, church
functions, and company picnics. On
some days, every single shelter in the
park is booked.
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Niagara
River

Fargo
Estates

Front
Park
Lakeview

What the
Community Nearby
Looks Like
/D6DOOH3DUNLVVXUURXQGHGE\ĆYHGLVWLQFW
neighborhoods of Buffalo’s Lower West Side—
Columbus, Front Park, Fargo Estates, Lakeview,
and Waterfront—that together make up one of the
most diverse areas in all of Western New York.

LaSalle
Park

Columbus
Lake Erie

1HLJKERUKRRGERXQGDULHVDUHGHĆQHGE\WKH&LW\RI%XIIDORDQGDOLJQZLWK&HQVXV
tracts. These geographies are used to obtain Census data at the neighborhood level.

Waterfront
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Riv
lo
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Neighborhoods near LaSalle Park
Front Park Neighborhood
The area around Front Park is home to nearly 3,000
residents, with a greater concentration of people under
the age of 18 (33%) than any other neighborhood
near LaSalle Park. The population here is evenly mixed
between Whites (34%), Blacks (32%), and Hispanics
(31%); 20% of residents are foreign born, and 28% are
limited English speakers. The neighborhood also has the
highest poverty rate (51%) and lowest median home
value ($76,400) of all neighborhoods near LaSalle Park.

Fargo Estates Neighborhood
With growing commercial activity and rising home
values, Fargo Estates is an eclectic neighborhood,
home to Kleinhans Music Hall and a nationally
registered historic district. The population here is more
educated—31% have earned a Bachelor’s degree or
more—but similar to other nearby neighborhoods in
terms of the concentration of foreign born residents
(16%) and high poverty rates (41%).

Lakeview Neighborhood
The Lakeview neighborhood is the heart of Buffalo’s
Hispanic community, centered around Avenida San
Juan, a city-designated Hispanic Heritage District
along Niagara Street. Over half of households here
(55%) speak Spanish at home. The neighborhood has
a lower median household income ($16,290) than any
other neighborhood nearby, and a poverty rate of 47%.
Lakeview residents have the best access to LaSalle Park
as 71% of homes are within a 15-minute walk.

Waterfront Neighborhood
This neighborhood includes Waterfront Village, an
enclave of high-end condominiums and townhomes,
and Marine Drive Apartments, an income-restricted
apartment building complex. The median home value
KHUHLVæĆYHWLPHVWKDWRIWKHFLW\DQG
the median income is twice that of the other four
neighborhoods near LaSalle. Waterfront also has the
highest share of adults with at least a Bachelor’s degree
(40%) and the lowest poverty rate (13%).

Columbus Neighborhood
The Columbus neighborhood, positioned between
LaSalle Park and the city’s central business district, has
more jobs than any other neighborhood near LaSalle.
The population is a relatively even mix of Hispanic
(34%), Black (33%), and White (28%) residents. Nearly
half (48%) of households do not own a vehicle—more
than any other neighborhood nearby. But despite the
neighborhood’s close proximity to LaSalle, no residents
live within a 15-minute walk of the park due to the
FRQĆJXUDWLRQRIVWUHHWVDQGODQGXVHVDURXQGWKHSDUN
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While each neighborhood near the park
is unique, they have many similarities, the
most notable being diversity. Collectively,
WKHĆYHQHLJKERUKRRGVKDYHDKLJKHUVKDUH
of Hispanics than the city as a whole, but
also have a large population of black, white
and foreign born residents. The community
around LaSalle Park is largely made up of
lower income residents—43% of households
earn less than $20,000 a year. Compared
to the city’s population overall, residents of
these neighborhoods are more likely to rent,
to not speak English, to live in poverty, and
to not own a car. These neighborhoods are
also home to a variety of businesses with
over 8,000 workers, mostly in service sectors
OLNHĆQDQFHDQGLQVXUDQFHHGXFDWLRQDQG
information.
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$21,507

$16,290

$20,910

$44,795
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Rate

51%

41%
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13%

31%

% of Households
within a 15-min.
walk to LaSalle

43%

14%

71%
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36%
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% of Households
without a vehicle

37%

46%

47%

48%

16%

29%
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with Bachelor’s +
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Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 5-year estimates, 2016; UBRI analysis using ESRI ArcGIS software with parcel data from the City of Buffalo (2016), and streets and address points from
the NYS GIS Program (2018); US Census Bureau, Longitudinal-Employer Household Dynamics Program, LODES Data, 2015.
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How People Get
to LaSalle Park

Area within a 10-Minute Drive
to LaSalle Park

LaSalle Park is accessible by foot, public
transit, bicycle, and automobile, with future
plans to add access by water. Visitors can
enter the park by road, a multi-use trail, or a
park pathway.

Area within a 10-Minute Bike Ride
to LaSalle Park
190

Area within a 10-Minute Walk
to LaSalle Park

At two of the three entrances, walking
into the park requires visitors to cross a
wide interstate highway by sidewalk on an
overpass (Porter Ave.), or by pedestrian
bridge (Hudson St.). The third entrance
(Lakefront Blvd.) is at-grade with a narrow
street in a residential neighborhood.

Bicyclists can also access the park
from all three entrances. Residents living
in the Lower West Side, Downtown,
Allentown, parts of the Elmwood Village, and
parts of the lower East Side can all reach LaSalle
Park within a 10-minute bike ride. The Riverwalk
Trail and other bicycle infrastructure on city
streets can access LaSalle Park from different
areas of the city, and ongoing investments in bike
infrastructure will continue to improve this access
moving forward.
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By water, visitors are out of luck—for now.
Although no docks or ramps designed for boaters
currently exist, a site on the southern end of
the park is being considered as a stop along the
proposed Buffalo Blueway.
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Six NFTA bus lines with stops within a
10-minute walk of an entrance to LaSalle
Park are available for public transit riders.
These six lines extend in every direction
to the city limits and beyond, reaching as far as
Hamburg, Niagara Falls, Cheektowaga, and the
University at Buffalo South Campus.
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1 Miles

Pedestrian and
Bicycle Access

Riverwalk Trail
Closest bus stops
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and Bicycle Access
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Nearby Bus Routes
Route #22
Route #5
Route #8

Route #40
Route #29
Route #6
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A Closer Look at Access and Connectivity
Access to and from other waterfront
destinations is limited.

I-190 and ramps act as barriers, ultimately
GHĆQLQJZKHUH\RXFDQHQWHUWKHSDUN

People who wish to walk or ride their bikes to LaSalle from
Canalside or Erie Basin Marina must follow a portion of the
Riverwalk Trail tucked behind the residential developments
at Waterfront Village. This segment runs parallel to
railroad tracks and I-190, and includes crossings in front of
DXWRPRELOHWUDIĆFDW(ULH6WDQG/DNHIURQW%OYG
Drivers traveling from these waterfront destinations to
LaSalle often use I-190 and take the Peace Bridge exit,
entering the park from Porter Ave.

A busy, six-lane highway cuts off the park from surrounding
neighborhoods.

Pathway at Erie St and
Lakefront Blvd

6RPHYLVLWRUVXVHXQRIĆFLDOXQVDIHURXWHVXQGHU
I-190 to access the park.
In addition to I-190 acting as a barrier for Columbus neighborhood
residents, the Virginia/Carolina ramps cut off the neighborhood from
the Hudson Street Bridge. Anecdotes from community members
UHYHDOWKDWUHVLGHQWVRFFDVLRQDOO\XVHDQXQRIĆFLDOXQVDIHFURVVLQJ
through a fence under the highway and across train tracks, which
turns a 25-minute walk into a 5-minute walk.

Park Entrance at
Lakefront Blvd

Wilkeson
Pointe

Informal path under
I-190

I-190

7LPHV%HDFK

Outer Harbor
(ULH%DVLQ0DULQD

Shoreline Areas
of Limited Public
Access
Areas that are privately
held and not open to the
general public.
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LaSalle is a
waterfront
park with
no access to
or from the
water.
Ironically, the city’s
largest waterfront
park has no access
to the water.
Currently, boaters
have no way to
launch or land in
LaSalle Park.

Pedestrians
and cyclists
face a
challenging
path along
Porter Ave.

Crossing the Hudson
6W%ULGJHFDQEH
uncomfortable and
unsafe.
For nearby residents,
the bridge is the
most direct point
of access into
the park, yet the
approach on the
neighborhood side
lacks signage and is
visually uninviting.
In addition to noise
and air pollution, the bridge is often
littered, and its concrete base is
enclosed by a chain link metal fence.
Hudson St Bridge

Riverwalk Trail
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The bike path
along Porter
Ave. is designed
to connect
neighborhoods
to LaSalle Park,
Front Park, and
the Riverwalk
Trail. However, in
order to take this
path into LaSalle,
one needs to cross
Porter at Lakeview
Ave., go over an
I-190 overpass
bridge, then cross
Porter Ave. again
at the foot of a
blind hill, facing
RQFRPLQJWUDIĆF
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Community
Engagement

1,164

survey responses

Over a two-month period, Imagine LaSalle
engaged with the Buffalo community to
answer these questions and more.

What do people
like about
LaSalle Park?

What
What big ideas
would they do they have
for the park?
change?

Focus
group
PG 28

Engagement was guided by a focus group of 22 community
DPEDVVDGRUVVHOHFWHGE\WKH0D\RUèV2IĆFHRI6WUDWHJLF
Planning and the City of Buffalo Division of Parks and Recreation.
Drawing on their unique connections and experiences with the
park, the group walked through LaSalle to identify key themes
about the park’s unique assets and areas in need of improvement.
They brought that same energy and critical eye as they explored
inspirational parks in three different US urban settings – New
York City, Chicago, and Cincinnati.

Youth from The Belle Center, a community center
within a 10-minute walk of the park over the
Hudson Street Bridge, also took a close look at
PG 44
LaSalle to identify strengths, weaknesses, and
future aspirations for the park. Equipped with
digital cameras, the ten elementary and middle school youth
took pictures around the park and wrote about them back at
The Belle Center.

Youth
Photovoices

Nearly 1,200 Western New Yorkers weighed
in on a community survey administered
during July and August. Surveyors were in
PG 54
LaSalle talking to park users almost every
other day. Respondents were also drawn to
the survey with lawn signs placed at activity centers around
the park. The survey was available online in seven different
languages, and was brought to key gathering places outside
the park. An extensive online outreach campaign via email and
social media promoted the survey to diverse audiences.
Community
Survey

26
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TEN KIDS

35
signs

from the Belle Center took

332 photos

posted
throughout
the park

Surveys completed in English,
Spanish, Karen and Burmese
cards
700 palm
handed out

Focus group visited

3 cities

21 parks

took 800+ photos

FOUR
surveyors spent

365 people-hours

îłĭĭúîŰęĸčƥúĭôŦŸşƐúƗŦ

Survey respondents
speak
different
languages
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Focus Group

A focus group of 22 community
ambassadors took a close look at LaSalle
Park, exploring the park’s unique
features and drawing on inspirational
ideas from parks in other US cities.
Focus group members represent the diversity of uses at the park, as well as
the diversity of communities that frequent LaSalle on any given day. It includes
leaders from nearby neighborhood associations, representatives of recreational
SDUNXVHUJURXSV LHVSRUWOHDJXHVWKHVNDWHSDUNDQGGRJSDUN DQGPHPEHUV
RILPPLJUDQWDQGHWKQLFRUJDQL]DWLRQVWKDWIUHTXHQWWKHSDUNDQGKRVWHYHQWV
at LaSalle. In addition, a representative from a regional nature and park
RUJDQL]DWLRQZDVLQFOXGHGDVZDVDVWXGHQWIURPWKHFORVHVWFROOHJH

,0$*,1(/$6$//()2&86*5283
7XRQD%DWFKHORU

Buffalo Quarters Historical Society

'RPLQLF%RQLIDFLR

West Side Little League Baseball/Softball

'DQ%UDG\

Columbus Park Neighborhood

Jamil Crews

Buffalo Urban League Young Professionals

0DWHR $PDQGD(VFREDU

West Side International Soccer

Lacy Folga

Fargo Estates Neighborhood Association

0HOLVVD)UDWHOOR

Buffalo Audubon Society

JP Gillespie

Sunday Skateshop

Renato Graham

Lakeview Family Homes

Ibrahim Iftin

Somali Bantu Community Organization of Buffalo

Lian Thluhlawng

Chin Community of Buffalo

'DQLHO/HRQJ

Karen Society of Buffalo

Kevin Lynch

The Barkyard

Frank Lysiak

Waterfront Village

0DUQHWWD0DOFROP

Rick James Memorial Funk Festival

'HE2è6KHD

Lakefront Commons

'LQRUDK6DQWRV

Marine Drive Apartments / The Belle Center

Christine Seibert

D’Youville College

&KDUOHV &KULVWLDQ7RUUHV Puerto Rican and Hispanic Day Parade of WNY
George Williams

28

Pine Harbor Apartments
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Focus group members toured parks in

1<&

Focus group members toured
LaSalle Park and were asked
ZKDWWKH\OLNH, ZKDWWKH\
would change and what their
big ideas are for LaSalle Park.
In July, the group participated in a
series of LaSalle Park walking tours,
RIIHULQJWKHLUSHUVSHFWLYHVRQVSHFLĆF
areas of the park, its history, current
usage, and what works or could be
improved. Guided by faculty from
WKH8%6FKRRORI$UFKLWHFWXUHDQG
Planning, focus group members talked
about their unique perspectives on the
SDUNDQGZURWHĆHOGQRWHVWKDWZHUH
WUDQVFULEHGDQGDQDO\]HGE\WKH,PDJLQH/D6DOOHWHDP7KLV
feedback serves as a basis for understanding the park as a whole
and how diverse park user groups value its various attributes.

Chicago

Cincinnati

,Q$XJXVWIRFXVJURXSPHPEHUV
brought that same energy and critical
perspective to park tours in three city
destinations—New York City, Chicago,
and Cincinnati. They met with park
representatives from diverse parks,
learning about each park’s history,
usage, design elements, funding,
management, and more. Focus group
members enjoyed discussions about
WKHLUYLHZVRQWKHVHSDUNVDQGFDSWXUHGWKHPLQĆHOGQRWHVDQG
with their phone cameras.
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Focus Group
Tour of LaSalle Park

What they like

Waterfront views
are exceptional.
LaSalle Park is uniquely
situated by Lake Erie and the
Niagara River. Waterfront
views should be preserved
and highlighted for all to enjoy
in the future. Focus group
members describe the views
from LaSalle Park as “amazing,”
“awesome,” “exceptional,”
“great,” “beautiful,” “incredible”
and “gorgeous.”

30

The amphitheater
and fabric structure
are functional and
interesting.
Featuring a stage, staging
rooms, and electrical service,
the amphitheater hosts cultural
events and concerts each year.
7KHVSDFHLVćH[LEOHHDV\WR
use, and an underutilized asset
in the park.

Picnic areas and
the playground are
quiet and shady.
Although much of LaSalle Park
is “open,” with undifferentiated
grass without trees, the picnic
shelters and playground at the
southern end of the park offer a
more relaxing atmosphere. The
area is quieter, more shaded
by trees, and is a great place to
bring children and families.

Imagine LaSalle: A Community Vision for Buffalo’s LaSalle Park | October 2018

łîîúşƥúĭôŦÒşúÒĸ
asset for celebrating
diversity and
community.
From leagues to informal pickup games among neighborhood
NLGVWKHVRFFHUĆHOGVJHWDORWRI
use. Soccer is connected to the
diversity of the city and should
be celebrated.

The dog park is a
unique asset.

The skate park is a
regional attraction.

$VWKHFLW\èVĆUVWDQGODUJHVW
off-leash dog run, the Barkyard
at LaSalle Park is an attraction
for people across the city. With
separate spaces for large and
small dogs, benches, a shelter,
and dog water fountains, the
Barkyard’s amenities make the
space well-used.

LaSalle Park’s skate park is
one of the few skate parks
in WNY and the only one in
the city. It attracts users of
all ages and skill levels from
across the region, making it an
irreplaceable asset that will
continue to grow in popularity
with further proposed
expansions.

The pool and splash
pad work well
together.
At the northern end of the park,
the pool, splash pad, playground
and picnic shelters bring
families and children together,
creating a sense of community.
3HRSOHRIDOODJHVFDQĆQG
something fun to do in this part
of the park.
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Focus Group
Tour of LaSalle Park

What they would change

Create additional
seating to make
the park more
comfortable.

Add basic
necessities like
restrooms and water
fountains.

Places where additional
seating could be added include
WKHVNDWHSDUNVSRUWVĆHOGV
playgrounds, and the Riverwalk.
Seating would allow parents to
more easily watch their kids,
and allow more people to relax
and enjoy views of the water.

Currently, the park has port-apotties and a few restrooms in
the pool house which are only
open during pool hours. There
are no drinking water fountains
for people. Adding permanent
restrooms and water fountains
to the park could make visiting
more comfortable, family- and
kid-friendly, and add to the
experience of event goers and
sports teams.

32

Explore better
parking solutions.
During large events, parking
is often inadequate, leading to
WUDIĆFMDPVDQGLOOHJDOO\SDUNHG
cars in grass areas. Existing
parking could be reconsidered
to allow high-quality parking
options to enhance the overall
experience for park users, and
to make large events more
YLDEOHDQGHIĆFLHQW
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Install lighting
throughout the
park.
7KHVRFFHUĆHOGVEDVHEDOODQG
softball diamonds, and skate
park do not currently have
lighting. Because sporting
events often last past dusk,
additional lighting could
enhance the usability of the
these facilities while making
them more comfortable and
safer for children and families.

Beautify LaSalle
with public art.

Take care of litter
and long grass.

The aesthetic quality of the park
may improve through public
art installations and other
beautifying elements. Public art
could supplement the natural
beauty of the park, especially
along the park’s waterfront, or
could even reduce the visual
impacts of security fencing.

Overall maintenance of the
park could be improved.
Litter in the park is a common
problem, so additional waste
management strategies could
be implemented. Focus group
members also noted that the
grass tends to grow too long
before being trimmed.

Buffer against
highway noise.

Remove barbed
wire and chain link
fences.

7UDIĆFIURP,QWHUVWDWH
on the east edge of the park
creates a high level of ambient
noise. This noise interrupts the
otherwise relaxing atmosphere
of the park. A natural or
structural barrier between the
park and the highway could
improve the park experience
by diminishing the sights and
VRXQGVRIQHDUE\WUDIĆF

Implement
ƑÒƗƥĸôęĸčÒĸô
interpretive signage.
:D\ĆQGLQJVLJQVIRUWKH
Shoreline Trail exist near
entrances to the park,
but signage that provides
ZD\ĆQGLQJIRUDPHQLWLHVZLWKLQ
the park is absent. In addition
WRZD\ĆQGLQJVLJQVFRXOG
also function as interpretive
features that provide
information about the history of
the area and the ecology of the
lake, river, and shoreline.

A barbed wire-topped chain link
fence surrounds the pumping
station at the northern end of
the park, which detracts from
the aesthetic appeal of the
park at its primary entrance.
Exploring more aesthetically
pleasing security alternatives
could enhance the overall look
of the park. Other chain link
fences throughout the park
are functional, but feel visually
off-putting.

Design additional
picnic areas.

Bring back
concessions.

Provide additional
shade and trees.

Picnic shelters in the park are a
popular destination for families
and groups to gather and spend
time together, but at times
there are not enough of them
to meet popular demand. With
additional picnic tables and
shelters near the shoreline, in
open areas, and near the skate
park, even more people will be
able to enjoy LaSalle Park.

The park has an existing
concession stand that has not
been regularly used in many
years. Reopening the stand for
large events at the pavilion,
sporting events, or even
everyday use could increase the
attractiveness of the park for
all users. Instead of leaving the
SDUNWRĆQGIRRGSHRSOHFRXOG
have the option to extend their
stay in the park by eating at
the concession stand, or other
concession facilities elsewhere
in the park.

A lack of trees and manmade
sources of shade make parts of
the park uncomfortable. Areas
around the pool/splash pad,
VNDWHSDUNDQGVSRUWVĆHOGVDUH
especially important to consider
when adding additional shade,
as users in those areas are
DFWLYHDQGFRXOGEHQHĆWIURP
respite from the sun.
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Focus Group

Big ideas for LaSalle Park

Celebrate soccer to
promote diversity
and unity.
Soccer is an increasingly
important activity to the
surrounding community.
LaSalle Park’s soccer
ĆHOGVKDYHWKHSRWHQWLDO
to be a central part of this
community. Adding more and
EHWWHUĆHOGV SRWHQWLDOO\ZLWK
DUWLĆFLDOWXUI EOHDFKHUVQHWV
and storage could help realize
this vision.

34

Expand the skate
park, improve
amenities, and
grow programs.
Because the skate park is
such a crucial regional draw
in LaSalle Park, it could be
a focal point in the park’s
future. Suggestions for
doing this include creating a
larger variety of skate park
elements, adding adjacent
amenities (such as water
fountains and bathrooms),
and holding events at the
skate park.

Improve conditions
at the event
pavilion.
Although the events pavilion
has a large stage and several
storage areas, the electrical
service to the structure is
inadequate to serve current
technology and often requires
event organizers to arrange
for supplemental power
to support large events. In
addition to PRGHUQL]LQJ
the structure, additional
features like permanent or
semi-permanent seating
and weather protection
could make the pavilion area
a highly desirable space for
concerts, cultural events, and
community activities.
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Make the Hudson
Street pedestrian
bridge a gateway
to the park.
In its current state, the
Hudson Street Bridge is
uninviting. The structure
is a crucial connection to
the park for pedestrians
and bicyclists from the
adjacent neighborhood,
but it is loud, steep, heavily
littered, and intimidating.
The focus groups envisions
a UHFRQFHSWXDOL]DWLRQRI
this bridge as a gateway to
LaSalle Park that is easy to
use for people of all abilities,
safe and comfortable to cross,
and visually welcoming to
visitors.

Enhance the park’s
connection to the
water.
LaSalle Park’s waterfront
stretches for almost a mile,
yet the entirety of the
shoreline separates people
from the water. In the future,
the focus group envisions
water access for small
craft and swimming, piers
IRUELUGLQJRUĆVKLQJ, and
connections to the inner
and outer harbors by ferry
RUZDWHUWD[L. In addition,
repairs to the seawall could
incorporate designs to make
it easier for people to connect
to the water.

Take an integrated
approach to
paths for bikes,
pedestrians,
wheelchairs,
strollers, and cars.
People get to—and around—
LaSalle Park in a variety of
ways. Future changes to
/D6DOOH3DUNVKRXOGUHćHFW
the entire spectrum of
transportation modes used
in the park while focusing on
DFFHVVLELOLW\VDIHW\HIĆFLHQF\
and aesthetics.

Create a
comprehensive
landscape plan.
The draw of many parks is
the abundance of natural
beauty. LaSalle Park could
be greatly improved by
FDUHIXOO\SODQQHGH[HFXWHG
and maintained landscaping
WKDWLQFOXGHVćRZHUVVKUXEV
native plants, and trees. A
comprehensive landscape
plan could complement the
existing beauty of the lake,
open spaces, and tree groves.

Think big!
The focus group started to
brainstorm some big ideas for
new amenities they would like
to see added to the park that
might make it an even larger
attraction for the residents
of WNY and beyond. Ideas
included public art, mini-golf,
rock climbing, ]LSOLQLQJ, an
ice rink or track, and tours
of the pumping station.
Subsequent visits to parks
in other cities provided even
more inspirations for big
ideas to transform the park.

Find ways to unify the park and enhance
ŰĔúƦłƑłČĶłƐúĶúĸŰȫ
Members of the focus group observed that the park doesn’t
VHHPWRêćRZë&RXQWHULQWXLWLYHO\WKLVVHHPVDUHVXOWRIWKH
relative openness of the park and the lack of differentiation
between one set of activities and another. If landscape
improvements and tree plantings were used to frame the
various clusters of activity spaces—ball diamonds, skate
SDUNVRFFHUĆHOGVFRQFHUWYHQXHHWFæWKHSDUNFRXOGEH
experienced as a series of “rooms” giving users a sense that the
SDUNćRZVIURPRQHURRPWRDQRWKHU
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Focus Group

Inspirational
Park Tours
We gotta think big.
We’re just getting
by. These people
[in Chicago] dream.
I saw many adults
laughing and feeling the
whimsy of the space [at
Maggie Daley Park].

Parks should
have something
for everyone.

Use what you have.
With the amount of space we
have, we shouldn’t have to
compromise. Green areas, sports
ƥúĭôŦȦÒĸôĔęčĔŸŦúŜŸíĭęîŦŜÒîúŦ
ĭęĪúŜĭÒƗčşłŸĸôŦÒşúÒĭĭôłɁÒíĭú.

Put meaning into
everything. Make
everything special.
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Key takeaways from other parks

NYC
%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUN offered something for
everyone on a string of repurposed shipping
piers. Active and passive spaces alternated
SLHUVZLWKVRFFHUĆHOGVDQGVNDWLQJULQNV
gardens and event lawns. At Pier 6, a cluster
of playgrounds — Slide Mountain, Swing
Valley, Sand Village, and the Water Lab —
showed how creative child’s play can be.
Other features included restaurants, a dog
park, climbing wall, beach, carousel, and
stunning views of Wall Street. The Squibb
Bridge intrigued the focus group, who saw it as an inspiration for
reconceptualization of LaSalle’s Hudson Street Bridge.
Governor’s Island was a park in progress, a former military base
becoming a park for the whole city. Features included an adventure
playground, a “Hammock Park” among newly planted trees, and an
urban farm. But the highlight was a constructed hill which visitors
could clamber up for views of downtown Brooklyn, Jersey City,
Manhattan, the Statue of Liberty and the whole harbor.
7KH%DWWHU\ is New York City’s oldest and busiest park. Millions come
through here every year on the way to the Statue of Liberty tour boats,
or to several subway stops, but also to linger among its natural gardens,
winding walkways, and to enjoy dramatic views of the Hudson and the
harbor. The Sea Glass Carousel and a popular restaurant anchor the
south end. A dog park, an urban farm, historic ruins, and memorials are
farther north.
%DWWHU\3DUN&LW\EXLOWRQĆOOLQWKHVDQGçVGHGLFDWHG
one third of its new land to parks. Ground rents from commercial
development provide generous funding of an archipelago of
waterfront promenades, playgrounds, public art, a marina, historical
commemorations like the Irish Famine Memorial, quiet groves, and
active play areas.
The High Line showed how the unique re-use of an abandoned rail
line, spurred by a grassroots citizens’ movement, could offer new
perspectives and unusual vistas of the city while inserting a bit of
nature into old industrial infrastructure. On a sunny summer day, the
High Line was hot and crowded, but at slower times the plantings,
water features, public art, and commercial uses would help provide a
bit of quiet respite in the humming city.
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Chicago

Cincinnati

0LOOHQQLXP3DUN is a tourist mecca and a
SRSXODUORFDOSDUNZKHUHYLVLWRUVćRFNWR
WDNHVHOĆHVDWWKH&ORXGJDWHVFXOSWXUHDQG
Crown Fountain, and downtown Chicago
workers plan an after-work picnic-beforeconcert on the grounds of the Gehrydesigned Jay Pritzker Paviliion. There is
parking underground and gardens above, a
cause for jealousy among the LaSalle Park
focus group members.

Smale Riverfront Park wowed the group
with interactive play spaces, use of water
features, incorporation of art and history, and
ample basic amenities. Designed to connect
downtown to the riverfront, the diversity of
funding sources that support the park was a
key takeaway.

0DJJLH'DOH\3DUN features creativelydesigned playgrounds with age appropriate options and ADA
compliance. The focus group particularly liked the climbing wall,
skating ribbon, and the nine-part all-ages playground. The park is
located next to a 10-lane highway, but the way the land was contoured
seemed to diminish the noise. Maggie Daley is connected to Millennium
Park across the spectacular BP Bridge by Frank Gehry.
Chicago Riverwalk is a sliver of urban park inserted on the edge of a
busy waterway. The Riverwalk was constructed as a series of “rooms”
framed by the bridges carrying city streets overhead and containing
a mix of restaurants, trees and gardens, and seating areas. The focus
JURXSDSSUHFLDWHGWKDW$'$DFFHVVZDVDêĆUVWWKRXJKWëLQGHVLJQ2QD
summer mid-day the Riverwalk was teeming with people.
Northerly Island, once a small airport, has been transformed into a
serene and natural escape from the bustle of city life. Users bike, run,
or walk along the winding pathway and enjoy panoramic Lake Michigan
YLVWDV7KHIRFXVJURXSOLNHGLQFRUSRUDWLRQRIĆVKLQJOHVVRQVDQG
environmental education in the experience, although some felt there
was a missed opportunity for educational signage.
Ping Tom ParkH[HPSOLĆHGKRZFXOWXUHDQGHWKQLFKHULWDJHFDQEH
woven into a park’s art and landscape. The playground and boathouse
were memorable, as were the mix of natural and manicured landscapes,
and the distant views of downtown north along the Chicago River.
7KHåWKH%ORRPLQJGDOH/LQHa disused elevated rail line like the
High Line, has become a trail for walking, running, biking, and skating,
connecting neighborhoods east to west. Mile-marker signs, natural
plantings, and frequent entrances from below, impressed the focus
group. For many in the focus group The 606 was just “amazing.”
&ODUN%RDWKRXVH part of a Mayoral effort to reclaim the Chicago River
for people, featured attractive, sustainable architecture and support
for competitive rowing and recreational paddling, with great potential
to accommodate a broader range of activities.

The Serpentine Wall features curved steps
down toward the river’s edge, doubling as a
performance space and casual seating area
just feet above the Ohio River.
Yeatman’s Cove features a fabric structure pavilion much like the
one in LaSalle Park but well-framed by trees to create a surprisingly
intimate performance space. Sawyer Point Park offers a more
established parkscape with a splash pad, tennis courts, and mature
gardens, and the International Friendship Trail celebrates cultures
RIWKHZRUOGZLWKQDWLRQDOćDJVHPEHGGHGDUWPDWXUHWUHHVDQG
celebrations of Cincinnati’s sister cities.
Eden Park, one of Cincinnati’s oldest parks, is perched on rolling
hills above the Ohio River, with stunning views of the valley below.
Eden Park demonstrated how major cultural institutions — the art
gallery, drama theater, and conservatory — can be incorporated in an
otherwise heavily wooded and natural space.
%XUQHW:RRGV gave an example of how a serene, natural wooded
space can be integrated into the city. Concerts in the gazebo at the
top and educational programming in the nature center by a small lake
below were popular features, along with disc golf and an attractive
picnic area, but most users were not clamoring for more programming.
Washington Park provided a lot of inspiration — amenities and
facilities for events and casual meetings, cool play and playground
IHDWXUHVDJUHDWGRJSDUNLQQRYDWLYHVLJQDJHDQGĆUVWFODVV
restrooms. The park is more than 200 years old, the group learned, but
ZDVUHFHQWO\UHGHYHORSHGLQDELJZD\,WLVPDQDJHGE\DQRWIRUSURĆW
corporation dedicated to neighborhood revitalization and funded, in
part, by revenue from a new underground parking ramp, as well as
corporate sponsorship and other sales.
Civic Garden Center of Greater Cincinnati provided an example of
an organization that educates the public on key environmental issues
like native plants, green infrastructure, and community gardening.
The focus group found the exhibits to be instructive and learned how
strong partnerships and the use of volunteers have been crucial to the
success of the center.
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Focus Group
Inspirational
Park Tour

NYC
%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUN

,QWHJUDWLRQRIćRZHUVDQG
horticulture like these
native plants on the High
Line are noted by the group
at various parks visited.

The High Line
The High Line

The High Line and
the Squibb Park
%ULGJHDW%URRNO\Q
%ULGJH3DUNVKRZ
that pedestrian
bridges can enhance
access while
creating exciting
experiences for
those that use them.
The High Line

Governor’s Island

Governor’s Island

Jane’s Carousel at
%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUN

The long slide at Governor’s Island and the Water Lab, Sand Village,
DQG-DQHèV&DURXVHODW%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUNDUHLQVSLULQJH[DPSOHV
of play spaces and splash pads.
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Water Lab

The High Line

The focus
group
enjoyed
popsicles
and
public art
on the
High Line.

Takeaways for
LaSalle Park
It’s great to have topography.

7KH%DWWHU\

Improving access to the water is key.
Don’t forget about security.
Urban farming has a role to play in
drawing users.
Public art should be in public parks.

Examples of parkland meeting the
water were explored, as seen by the
EHDFKDW%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUNWKH
lookout area at Governor’s Island,
DQGWKHZDONZD\DW7KH%DWWHU\

Governor’s Island

NYC showed us how we might
improve access (including a bridge).
Designing adequate funding models
is crucial.
2UJDQL]LQJDQGGHĆQLQJVSDFHV and
their purpose is key.
Parks need concessions (food, drink,
restrooms, presence).
Make playgrounds creative—not off
the rack.
4XDOLW\VSRUWĆHOGV of many kinds
make a park.

Governor’s Island

The right plants lovingly cared for
bring beauty to a park.

%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUN

0DQPDGHKLOOVDW
Governor’s Island offered
ideas on topography in
parks.

$UWLĆFLDOWXUIĆHOGVDWERWK
%URRNO\Q%ULGJH3DUNDQG
%DWWHU\&LW\DUHQRWHGIRU
their quality.
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Focus Group
Inspirational
Park Tour

A rock climbing wall is just one of
several unique active recreation
IHDWXUHVRI0DJJLH'DOH\3DUN

Chicago

0DJJLH'DOH\3DUN

Northerly Park

Crown Fountain
blends public art
and recreation
into a space
where people
can play and
cool down in the
water or enjoy
from afar.

0LOOHQQLXP3DUN

6LJQDJHLQ0LOOHQQLXP3DUN
displays the variety of activities
available for people of all ages.

Northerly Park offers
serene refuge from
the city through
expansive wild areas
and educational
programming.

7KHSOD\JURXQGDW0DJJLH'DOH\
Park offers accessible and creative
play options for kids of all ages.

0DJJLH'DOH\3DUN

&ODUN%RDWKRXVH
supports rowing
and boating
activities as part
of an effort to
take back the
river, but has
potential for a
broader range of
activities.

40

&ODUN%RDWKRXVH
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Takeaways for
LaSalle Park
The Riverwalk path
runs for 1.25 miles
along the Chicago
River in the very
center of the city.

Food and activity
options along
the Riverwalk
enhance the park
experience.

The Riverwalk

The Riverwalk

Provide ADA DFFHVVDVDêĆUVW
thought”.
Find a way to limit cars.
Don’t forget about security.
Build a bridge to connect
neighborhoods to the park.
Honor local cultures.

3LQJ7RP3DUNUHćHFWVWKHFXOWXUDODQGKLVWRULFDO
heritage of the neighborhood around it while
mixing natural and manicured landscapes.

Consider family programs like
camping.
Create more events.
Consider gardens as a feature.
Interactive water features are
interesting.
Put seating everywhere.

Ping Tom Park

Balance natural and manicured
landscapes.
A skating ribbon seems like such a
good idea.
Parks should ćRZDQGXVHVSDFH
effectively.
Incorporate waterfront activities and
uses.
Think about retail and restaurants,
pop-up and permanent.

The 606

Running along a
former rail line, The
606 is a multi-modal
connection between
other parks and
neighborhoods.

“A parking garage under the park
would be a dream.”

The 606

Public art installations are
one of the features of The 606
observed by the focus group.

“We need public art, an icon, that is
uniquely Buffalo.”
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Focus Group

Smale Riverfront Park

Inspirational
Park Tour

Interactive, unique features like the foot
SLDQRć\LQJSLJZDWHUWR\VDQGODE\ULQWK
were popular among the focus group.

Cincinnati

The Southwest Porch
in Washington Park
is a good example
of corporate
sponsorship helping
make park features
happen.

The Serpentine Wall’s
steps serve as a beautiful
performance space and
casual seating area on the
edge of the Ohio River.

Serpentine Wall

Cincinnati’s riverfront parks include features similar to those
at LaSalle, such as the event pavilion at Yeatman’s Cove.

Yeatman’s Cove

%XUQHW:RRGV

Washington Park

Civic Garden Center
Smale Riverfront Park

%XUQHW:RRGV
offers a
natural, serene
setting where
environmental
and historical
programming
is incorporated
into the park
experience.
Artistic features designed
for relaxing and enjoying
the view are incorporated
into the waterfront at
Smale Riverfront Park.
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While not a park, the Civic Garden Center is
an integral part of making Cincinnati a city
of parks through environmental education,
partnerships, volunteers, and exhibits.

Washington Park boasts both underground parking
and a concessions building, and is integrated well into
the surrounding urban fabric.

Washington Park

Takeaways for
LaSalle Park
Incorporate creative play spaces
and attractions (e.g. swings, musical
instruments, carousels, and great,
well-programmed playgrounds).
We need a bigger, better pavilion with
stronger programming.

Focus group members walk along the
International Friendship Trail, a path
along the riverfront with public art,
mature trees, and celebrations of sister
cities in other countries.

Celebrate history, culture, geography
with public art and events (the
border, Canada, water, freedom).
Foster partnershipsåĆQDQFLDO
organizational, volunteer.
Design interactive water features –
sometimes with light shows.
Plant gardens with native plants –
“planting in the post-wild world”.
Step down to the water, maybe like
Serpentine Wall, or not.

International Friendship Trail

Sawyer
Park is a more
Sawyer Point
Point Park
established public space that has
tennis courts, a splash pad, and
mature gardens.

Make permanent space for
concessions, maybe like “the Porch”.
Improve the spatial organization of
the parkåPDNHLWćRZIUDPHWKH
“rooms,” eliminate dead space.

Sawyer Point Park

Design for the site (topography,
views, water, surrounding city).
Fix the parking; underground?
Create an environmental education
center.

Washington Park

The splashpad in Washington
Park wowed the focus group
with fountains synchronized
to music.

Connect across the water to
Canalside, Outer Harbor.
Signage and orientation maps can be
creative.
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Youth
Photovoices

Equipped with digital cameras and their thinking caps, ten youth from the nearby
Belle Center walked through the park to capture their thoughts and aspirations for
LaSalle. While each photo and written comment represents a unique voice, four
distinct trends stood out.

For kids, LaSalle Park is a
place to play, experience
nature, and connect with the
water. And they want it to be
litter-free.

44
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Youth were asked
to take photos of
ZKDWWKH\OLNH,
ZKDWWKH\ZRXOG
change and their
big ideas for
LaSalle Park.

They were asked
WRUHćHFWRQWKH
photos they had
taken and write
captions for each.

Imagine LaSalle: A Community Vision for Buffalo’s LaSalle Park | October 2018

45

ENGAGING THE COMMUNITY | Youth Photovoices

Youth Photovoices

What they like
When
kids play
it makes
me
happy.

LaSalle
Park
is for
playing.
Numerous photographs
and comments called
out park recreational
amenities as important to
the youth experience. They
particularly like the pool
and splash pad, skate park,
the two playgrounds, and
the various VSRUWVĆHOGV.

a boy
sticking
his head in the
middle of it.

Porque
puedo estar
activo.

(Because I can íúÒîŰęƐú.)

Porque brincas saltas y te
diviertes asiendo trucos y
callendote de cara.

(Because you jump and have fun doing tricks
and falling off on your face.)

46
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I want to
build Òíęč
slide and a
íęčŜłłĭ but, I
mean a big, big
slide.

I like bringing
my skateboard to
the skate park.
Me gusto
porque tu
puedes divertirte
en el pool.

(I like it because you can
have fun in the pool.)

My friend
is in the
picture he’s on
the Buffalo.
I love this
picture
because it’s
a picture of a pool
and I think that is all
about water.

Make more
ŜĭÒƗčşłŸĸôŦ
...ĶÒĪúÒČłłŰíÒĭĭ
area there.

I like ŜĭÒƗęĸčíÒŦúíÒĭĭ
with my friends.
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Youth Photovoices

What they like
There are
a lot of
trees and in
the background
there is a city.

LaSalle
Park is a
a place to
experience
nature.
For kids at the Belle Center,
entering LaSalle Park offers
greenery, scenery, and open
air that is not commonplace in
the neighborhood surrounding
the center. Pictures of the
JUDVVZLOGćRZHUVWUHHVDQG
the open sky were highlighted
by the students, accented with
descriptions that celebrate their
beauty and natural appeal.

I like the
scenery.

łčşúúĸand
that’s great.
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ye·³·ÌÀy©
and they are my
e¿©³yÌÀy©©y¿y©ů

Beautiful
ƦłƑúşŦ
growing.

The
feather
is so
soft.

...you can look
closely at to the
tree’s bark.

Beautiful and
extraordinary.
It’s
čşłƑęĸč.

I love it because [it] is
so clean and the tree
is like a forest.
Imagine LaSalle: A Community Vision for Buffalo’s LaSalle Park | October 2018
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Youth Photovoices

What they like
LaSalle
Park is a
a place to
connect to
the water.

People
can go
boating.

$VWKHELUGćLHV7KH%HOOH
Center is less than half a mile
from the water, but views of
Lake Erie are obscured by the
I-190 and train tracks. Upon
crossing the Hudson Street
Bridge into LaSalle, children
and families can connect with
the water and see it up close.
All the kids took pictures of the
water, and many chose to write
about the beauty and wonder of
being close to the water’s edge.

I like
going on
boats.

Beautiful.
50
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Like.

Porque te
şúĭÒčÒŦ.
(Because you
can relax.)
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Youth Photovoices

What they would change
…littering is
bad for the
environment
and there was
a lot of it there
and some plants
were not growing
because of that.

Make
LaSalle
Park
clean and
healthy.

When The Belle Center kids
were asked to describe what
they wish was different about
the park, one major theme stood
out: make it clean and healthy.

I would like to
change this
part of the park
because it has a
lot of litter.

Change the railing.

…they should drain out
the pool because when it’s
raining leaves blow and it
might land there and it’s going
to take longer to get in the pool.
52

There is a lot of
ôęşŰęĸŰĔúŦúčşęĭĭŦȫ
People at the
park should
clean them.
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There is garbage near
the garbage can, the
garbage is supposed to
be in the garbage can.

Youth Photovoices

Big ideas for LaSalle Park
To make a
rocket to
take you
anywhere you
wanted to go.

A bowling
alley.

Dog
obstacle
for dog
training.
Para una
pista de
carreras.
Put a race track.

[A child’s
drawing of
a baseball
dugout
structure.]

I will change the
park a little for
there can be swings,
and monkey bars.

a big slide and
a big pool at
the end but,
I mean a big,
big one.

I would like to change about LaSalle
Park is to pick up garbage.
...build a bridge where
you can only walk not
drive to Canada and a
wipe out game for kids where
³y©yËqyeÀe³y©y
a pool no nothing underwater...

a teleporting
garbage can so,
people that throw
e©pey³yÌ©³y
garbage teleports and the
garbage makes it in the
garbage can.

Big tunnels
underground.

More
room for
playgrounds.
A big, big
pool, but free
so people can
enjoy fresh water.
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Community
Survey
Responses
1,164 Survey Responses
The Imagine LaSalle community survey
gathered basic information about who
uses LaSalle Park, what they like or dislike
about it, and what they envision for the
park’s future.
Throughout July and August 2018, the
survey team visited LaSalle Park on
28 different occasions, from average
weekday afternoons to large weekend
events. The survey team also visited
Broderick Park, Canalside, Wilkeson
Pointe, and Erie Basin Marina to hear
from regional waterfront visitors, and
canvassed twice at the Lafayette High
School Community Garden to hear from
West Side high school students and their
families.
The survey was available in the seven
most commonly spoken languages in the
nearby community—English, Spanish,
Karen, Burmese, Somali, Nepali, and
$UDELF

$OVRDYDLODEOHRQOLQHWKHVXUYH\ZDV
promoted in four local news stories,
across Facebook and Instagram, and
WKURXJKHPDLOEODVWVIURPRUJDQL]DWLRQV
ZLWKWLHVWRWKHSDUN,QWKHSDUN
ODZQVLJQVSODFHGLQKLJKWUDIĆFDUHDV
announced the survey to visitors.
$GGLWLRQDOO\ć\HUVSURPRWLQJWKH
survey were displayed at local
businesses or community centers.
These efforts culminated in the
collection of 1,164 surveys over a
60-day period. Survey results provide
a broad overview of how people
H[SHULHQFH/D6DOOH3DUNDQGUHYHDO
how perspectives on the park can vary
depending on how often someone visits,
how they get to the park, or where they
live.

Survey Respondents Characteristics
Age
Under 18

54

Gender
7%

Race and Ethnicity

Languages Spoken Most At Home

Female



White

57%

English

86%





Male



$IULFDQ$PHULFDQ%ODFN

16%

Spanish

5%





2%

Hispanic



English and another language





12%

Prefer
not to
$QVZHU
Other

1%

65+

6%

Prefer
not to
answer



Other

8%

Karen

2%

Prefer not to answer



$UDELF

1%

$VLDQ



Somali

1%

1DWLYH$PHULFDQ

1%

Burmese

1%

Other

1%
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LaSalle Park is described
as both a neighborhood
park and a regional
attraction. The
distribution of survey
respondents by ZIP
Code shows that both
of these sentiments
hold true. While a large
concentration of park
users live adjacent to the
park on the city’s West
Side, people visit from all
over Western New York.
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Which entrance do you use
when you visit LaSalle Park?

901

When you visit, how do you
get to LaSalle Park?

Porter Ave

86%
3RUWHU$YHQXH

Hudson St

283

5%

d
t Blv
fron
Lake

6

1

Wheelchair

10

Uber/Lyft/Taxi

12

Other

Skateboard/
Longboard/
Rollerblade

Public
Transportation

27

245

Walk/Run

Bike

Drive

8%

The majority of respondents report driving to LaSalle,
although biking and walking or running are also popular
PHWKRGVRIJHWWLQJWRWKHSDUN$ERXWDĆIWKRIWKRVHZKR
drive also use other modes to get to the park, and almost
a quarter of respondents don’t drive to the park. Less than
three percent of people report using public transportation to
get to the park, with few stops within walking distance of a
park entrance.

Lakefront Blvd bike
and pedestrian path
Er
ie
St

About 86% of visitors use the Porter Avenue entrance since
it is the only entrance with vehicle access. Among those
who don’t drive to the park, Porter Avenue is used slightly
less than half the time, while the other two entrances are
used about a quarter of the time.

Respondents were allowed to give multiple answers to this question. Therefore, the
sum of the values above is greater than the total number of respondents.
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190

Hudson Street
pedestrian bridge
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How often do you visit
LaSalle Park?
I have
never
visited
I have only been
to the park
once or twice
12%

I only
come for
special
events

What do you usually do in the park?
Enjoy the
scenery

Other

2% 2%

389

Walk/Run

19% Almost

every day

5%

24%

A few times
a year

496

36%

Bike

243

Visit the
dog park

236

Attend concerts/
festivals/events

218

Picnic/BBQ

209

Use the
pool/splash pad

198

Use the
playground

188

Play organized sports
(team/league)

A few times
a month

155
131

Other
Play sports
casually
Use the
skate park
*RĆVKLQJ

1HDUO\DĆIWKRIDOOUHVSRQGHQWVYLVLWWKHSDUNDOPRVWHYHU\
day. Regular visitors, or people who visit the park a few times
a month or more, make up 55% of all respondents. About 140
people said they have only visited the park once or twice, and
27 respondents said they had never been to LaSalle. The few
respondents who have never visited the park gave a variety of
reasons why they have not visited before, ranging from safety
and accessibility concerns to lack of knowledge about the park.

92
46
31

Overwhelmingly, respondents report enjoying the scenery as
the number one activity in the park. Walking and running is the
second most common activity in the park among respondents.
%H\RQGWKDWDFWLYLWLHVWKDWLQYROYHVSHFLĆFDPHQLWLHVLQWKHSDUN
(such as the dog park, pool, picnic shelters, and playgrounds) are
the most popular. Casual sports, skating in the skate park, and
ĆVKLQJDUHUHSRUWHGWKHIHZHVWQXPEHURIWLPHV$FWLYLWLHVWKDW
fall into the “other” category include reading, people watching,
listening to music, kayaking, working, photography, kite sailing,
ZLQGVXUĆQJOHDUQLQJWRGULYHDQGPRUH
Respondents were allowed to give multiple answers to this question. Therefore, the
sum of the values above is greater than the total number of respondents.
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1,164 Survey Responses

What they like
There is a lot to like about LaSalle Park.
Nature

47%

Aesthetics

31%

Active
Recreation

28%

Comfort

21%

Accessibility

17%

Size and
Openness

14%

Community

11%

Kid & Family
Friendliness

8%

Passive
Recreation

8%

Upkeep

6%

Events/
Programming

5%

Safety

3%

Everything

2%
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ALL USERS
REGULAR
VISITORS
(Individuals who visit
the park at least a
few times a month)

INFREQUENT
VISITORS

When asked what they like,
respondents have a large variety
of responses, and most people
like multiple things about LaSalle.
Many respondents enjoy the same
types of things, whether they visit
the park regularly or less often.
However, active recreation, the
accessibility of the park, and the
sense of community in the park
are more popular among regular
visitors.
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Beautiful location,
spread out, lots of room
to bike/exercise with
great views.”

We love the view. For years
when we had very limited
access to our waterfront,
LaSalle Park gave us a taste of
what was possible.”

LaSalle Park connects the
community to water and
nature.

Visitors come to enjoy the
views and scenery of the
park.

Active recreation
opportunities are a popular
activity.

Almost half of respondents say they like
to connect with nature at the park. Of the
539 responses relating to nature, 86%
mention enjoying the park’s relationship
to water, the lake, or the river. In addition
to water, other natural features such as
the cool breeze, birds, trees, grass, and
greenspace are highly valued among survey
respondents.

A large number of respondents like that
LaSalle Park is aesthetically pleasing in
some way. Although waterfront views are
popular among respondents (especially
of sunsets), views of the city’s skyline,
the Peace Bridge and Canada, and the
overall beauty within the park all matter to
respondents.

Active recreation includes activities
such as sports, swimming, playing on the
playground or the splash pad, running,
walking, biking, visiting the dog park or
skate park, or other physical activities.
Although active recreation is generally wellliked, it is even more popular among regular
park users.

The park feels removed
from the hustle and bustle
of the city.

LaSalle Park is convenient
for many visitors.

LaSalle is a celebration of
diversity and community.

When it comes to accessibility, many
survey respondents like that LaSalle Park
is located near their homes, which makes
it convenient to use. Others like that the
park is near downtown. Respondents also
like the park’s connections to the Riverwalk
Trail that leads south and north of the park.

Respondents value the diversity of park
users. From cultural diversity to diversity
of age, race, or socioeconomic status, the
variety of people who use LaSalle Park
is one of the park’s assets, according to
respondents. The sense of community in the
park and the friendliness of park visitors are
also commonly cited as things respondents
like about LaSalle.

Many respondents stated that they liked
how calm, quiet, peaceful, and relaxing the
park is. Visitors also value the cool breeze
off the lake, which makes for a comfortable
place to visit during hot summer days.
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It’s a wonderful location with
great scenic views and a
cultural experience.”

I love that there
are always lots of
kids and families. It
always feels vibrant
and joyful there.”

I enjoy how it hasn’t been overdeveloped,
and it isn’t full of trendy, useless businesses.”

Safe, quiet, people are
here to see the scenery,
sense of community.”

People appreciate how
large and open the park is.

Kid- and family-friendly
spaces are vital.

As the city’s largest waterfront park,
LaSalle’s size is a popular feature. More
VSHFLĆFDOO\UHVSRQGHQWVFRPPRQO\VWDWH
they like the openness of the park, which
allows so many different concurrent uses.
Some respondents like that LaSalle is not as
developed or commercialized compared to
other waterfront areas such as Canalside.

%RWKVSHFLĆFDPHQLWLHVDQGWKHRYHUDOO
atmosphere of the park make it comfortable
for families and children. Respondents like
that LaSalle has plenty for kids to do, and
spaces for families to relax or celebrate
together in a safe, welcoming environment.
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Visitors enjoy a range
of passive recreation
opportunities.
Respondents like passive activities such as
lounging, people-watching, reading, grilling,
SLFQLFNLQJĆVKLQJRUXVLQJWKHVKHOWHUVIRU
parties or other get-togethers. Several of
these responses relate to comments about
the openness of the park, the park’s sense
of community, and the views of the water.

Enough space for activities,
no drama, splash pad and
pool for kids.”

For some, LaSalle Park
appears relatively clean.

Visitors feel safe in LaSalle
park.

LaSalle Park has a tradition
of large events.

Although some respondents like that
LaSalle Park is clean and well-maintained,
a few of those responses come with a
TXDQWLĆHUVXFKDVêUHODWLYHO\ëêIDLUO\ë
“for the most part”, or “compared to most/
other parks”. Other comments refer to the
FOHDQOLQHVVRIDVSHFLĆFSDUWRIWKHSDUN
such as the dog park, but not to the park as
a whole.

For some, feeling safe in the park is
something they like about it. Safety and
security is a matter of escaping the drama
of everyday life in some cases, while others
note that the park and its amenities are safe
for kids and families.

Those who like the events and programming
LQ/D6DOOH3DUNVSHFLĆFDOO\PHQWLRQVXPPHU
concerts, cultural festivals, and community
celebrations as something they enjoy. More
generally, others note that they like the
event pavilion and its potential to host even
more events in the future.

Some people love everything about LaSalle.
6RPHUHVSRQGHQWVKDGGLIĆFXOW\FRPLQJXSZLWKVSHFLĆFWKLQJVWKH\OLNHDERXW/D6DOOH3DUN
so 17 people stated that they like everything about it.
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1,164 Survey Responses

What they would change
There’s room for improvement in the
overall park experience.
Maintenance

27%

Basic
Necessities

16%

Active
Recreation

16%

Garbage

16%

Safety

16%

Accessibility

14%

Aesthetics

13%

Comfort

10%

Nature

10%

Nothing

9%

Events/
Programming

7%

Passive
Recreation

7%

Parking

4%

Kid & Family
Friendliness

4%

Lack of Food

3%
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ALL USERS
REGULAR
VISITORS
(Individuals who visit
the park at least a
few times a month)

INFREQUENT
VISITORS

Things people dislike
about LaSalle Park often
overlap with things people
like about it. Although
respondents say there is a
lot to like about the park,
these responses show
there’s a lot of room for
improvement in the overall
park experience.

There’s
barely any
bathroom
access.”

Improved maintenance
could enhance the park
experience.

Active recreation areas
should be expanded and
improved.

The park needs some basic
necessities like bathrooms
and water fountains.

The number one concern about LaSalle
Park is the need for more maintenance.
Comments point to every area of the
park, including roads, pathways, railings,
WKHVHDZDOOVSRUWVĆHOGVSRUWDSRWWLHV
playgrounds, and open spaces as being
areas of concern. Maintenance issues are
often related to concerns about safety,
functionality of amenities, and aesthetic
appeal of the park.

Respondents emphasize the need to
LPSURYHWKHFRQGLWLRQRIDWKOHWLFĆHOGVELNH
trails, and pedestrian paths. Comments also
note a desire for amenities people feel are
missing from the park, such as tennis courts,
basketball courts, a boat launch, and more
unconventional features like rock climbing
walls or exercise facilities. Sometimes,
respondents like existing amenities but feel
they should be expanded, including the dog
park, skate park, and bike paths.

Public restrooms in the pool house are
only available when the pool is open (from
Sunday to Friday over summer, weather
permitting). The concession stand building
also has bathrooms, but are not open to the
public. Port-a-potties dot the landscape
around LaSalle, but respondents would
prefer permanent facilities that are more
sanitary and accessible to families. Water
fountains throughout the park could
complement athletic and active uses and
facilitate longer stays in the park.

Getting to and moving
around the park can be
ôęČƥîŸĭŰȫ

The park could use an
aesthetic update.

Visitors wish the park felt
safer.

Generally, people see a need to make
LaSalle modern, clean, and inviting. People
mention that there is not a lot of variety
in the terrain; large, open, mowed spaces
can make the park feel desolate. Many
respondents wish for planned landscaping
or wild-growth areas. Others think the
highway visually detracts from the view of
the city at the northern edge of the park.
Some respondents also feel that park
HQWUDQFHVFRXOGEHEHDXWLĆHGWRPDNHWKH
park feel more visually welcoming.

Respondents express concerns over
the general feeling of safety in the park,
especially during dark hours and in areas
without lighting. There are also safety
concerns about drug use resulting in used
needles around the park. Athletes point out
WKDWVRFFHUĆHOGVDQGEDVHEDOOGLDPRQGV
can be unsafe because of holes and rocks.
Several respondents also note that the
seaway railings are unsafe and pose a threat
to children. Pedestrians and bicyclists feel
that park roads are unsafe because of carcentric design and speeding vehicles.

Some respondents want safer pedestrian
and bicycle access at Porter and Hudson
entrances, as well as pedestrian-only access
on the waterfront to improve safety and
aesthetics. Others desire better vehicle
connections to adjacent neighborhoods
and waterfront destinations, especially
since the I-190 presents a physical, visual,
and mental barrier that cuts off the park
from surrounding neighborhoods and
the city. Because sections of the park are
isolated from one another, some want
better connectivity within the park itself.
Respondents also desire water access for
paddle or motor boats.
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Always
lots of
trash,
road
is very
rough.”

ĭÒƗęĸčƥúĭôŦȹŦłîîúşȺÒşúęĸŰúşşęíĭú
shape with many hazards which can
and do cause injuries to users.”

The pollution/fumes from
the 190 is/are a HUGE
bummer and ensure we
only stay for short visits.”

LaSalle needs a better
waste management
strategy.
One hundred seventy nine comments
explicitly note litter in the park as a
problem. In some cases, respondents see
more trash receptacles as the solution,
but others wish to see additional cleanups,
efforts to educate the public on littering,
and strict enforcement of litter laws.
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There is not enough
vegetation. This includes
trees, shrubs, grasses, etc...
There are only a few sporadic
trees and everything else is
ugly mowed lawn.”

The park should be a
connection to nature.

Visitors want LaSalle to feel
more comfortable.

Respondents feel that the park could
EHQHĆWIURPDGGLWLRQDOWUHHVYHJHWDWLRQ
and other landscaping, including places for
habitat restoration. Softening the shoreline
could allow better connectivity between
the water and people. In a few cases, this
includes suggestions for a naturalized
shoreline. At the same time, birds and bugs
are commonly cited nuisances in the park.

Smells in the park, which include exhaust
from the highway, bad odors from the lake,
and smoke from cigarettes or marijuana,
GHWUDFWIURPWKHFRPIRUWRIWKHSDUN7UDIĆF
from the I-190 is loud and distracts from
the relaxing nature of the park while music
from visitors in cars or at picnic shelters
can exceed comfortable levels. Due to
occasional crowding in more popular areas
of the park, some respondents desire more
places to sit and relax, especially in the
shade.
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Feels
disconnected/
isolated from
the rest of the
city.”

Some people like LaSalle
exactly as it is.

Passive recreation areas
should be everywhere.

More than 100 people say there is nothing
they dislike about LaSalle Park. Some of
these respondents clarify they could not
think of anything at the moment, or that
they do not have enough experience in the
park to have a poor opinion of it.

Dislikes relating to passive recreation
mainly focus on the need for more seating,
picnic areas, and places to grill. Responses
say there should be additional seats and
benches, particularly near the waterfront,
playgrounds, pool and skate park. Others
note that many existing tables and benches
are in poor condition from burns and
JUDIĆWL

Parking is inadequate.

LaSalle could be better for
kids and families.

People want a place to get
food in the park.

Respondents see a need for more kid- and
family-focused amenities. Playgrounds
should accommodate the number of kids
who actually want to use them and should
be modern and attractive for all ages, not
just young children. When it comes to child
safety, respondents call for woodchips to
be replaced with softer foam mats. People
show a desire for more family-friendly
places, events, and programs in the park
so kids and adults alike can relax, play, and
have fun in a safe environment.

Several respondents bring to light the
need for concessions or places to get food
while visiting LaSalle Park. Some express a
desire to reopen the concessions building
in the park that is very rarely used, or to
open a new building that sells food, and has
bathrooms and a place to relax.

Some respondents feel there is not enough
parking throughout the park, especially
during large events. A few respondents
wish that the gravel lots were paved, with
barriers to prevent drivers from parking on
grass areas.

The park is underutilized
for events and
programming.
Respondents express a desire for more
events (festivals, concerts, tournaments,
community activities, etc.) in the park
throughout the year, making better use of
the event pavilion area. A few people wish
LaSalle was a year-round destination. For
existing events, respondents want better
SDUNLQJDQGWUDIĆFRSWLRQV0DQ\ZLVKWKH
pool was open on Saturdays.
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1,164 Survey Responses

Big ideas for LaSalle Park
If you could make one big change,
what would it be?
Active
Recreation

36%

Events/
Programming/
Community

20%

Accessibility

17%

Kid & Family
Friendliness

15%

Basic
Necessities

14%

Nature

13%

Food

12%

Maintenance

11%

Passive
Recreation

11%

Aesthetics

10%

Safety

10%

Comfort

10%

Garbage

6%

Parking

4%

Lights

2%
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ALL USERS
REGULAR
VISITORS
(Individuals who visit
the park at least a
few times a month)

INFREQUENT
VISITORS

Respondents often offer
solutions to things they dislike
or enhancements to the things
they like. A number of responses
go beyond current conditions
of the park, offering entirely
new, and sometimes bold, ideas
for LaSalle. Aspirations for
active recreation opportunities
were the most common, but
respondents have a wide range
of visions for the park’s future.
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Expand and improve active
recreation areas of the
park.

Make the park easier to get
to.

Improve the event pavillion
and use it more often.

More than a third of all “big ideas” involve
improving and expanding active recreation
opportunities in the park. Responses vary
from general recommendations about
expanding playgrounds, the skate park, and
GRJSDUNWRVSHFLĆFVXJJHVWLRQVIRUQHZ
amenities. Some examples include slides
and water buckets in the pool and splash
pad, agility courses and water features
in the dog park, kayak and boat launches,
exercise equipment, a sports complex, and
facilities for basketball, tennis, volleyball,
and handball. An entertainment complex,
hot tubs, a stadium, rock climbing walls, a
naval boat, an amusement park, a disc-golf
course, a jet-ski rental, and a beach are
some of the more unique responses.

In terms of scale, the biggest idea for
improving access to the park is to remove,
FRYHURUUHFRQĆJXUHWKH,PDNLQJ
it less of a barrier to the park. Some wish
for additional vehicle access to facilitate
getting in and out during large events, while
others suggest adding a place to arrive by
motorized or non-motorized watercrafts.
More and better pedestrian and bicycle
paths could improve connectivity to places
within the park. Some suggest removing
vehicle access along the waterfront to
increase the quality of the pedestrian
H[SHULHQFHDWWKHZDWHUèVHGJH:D\ĆQGLQJ
signage throughout the park showing
where park amenities are located, and
demonstrating the park’s connections to
other waterfront destinations are also
desired.

A common theme is the idea that the
park, especially the events pavilion, is
underutilized. Respondents see opportunity
for more concerts, cultural festivals,
FRPPXQLW\HYHQWVĆUHZRUNVFDUQLYDOV
sporting events and tournaments, and art
fairs in the park. From the perspective
of programming, respondents would like
the pool to be open on Saturdays, and
more family- and kid-oriented activities
like outdoor movies , arts and crafts, and
educational programming.

Focus on kid- and familyfriendly amenities.

Reconnect LaSalle Park with
nature.

Start with the basics.

A majority of comments related to kids
and family-friendly amenities mention
playgrounds. Overwhelmingly, respondents
wish to see bigger playgrounds with more
features for kids of all ages, especially
swings. In the pool area, some people want
a place for younger children to play in the
splash pad or pool separate from older
kids and adults. Respondents also wish the
park was safer for kids and had more kidoriented activities and events.

Improved landscaping, additional trees,
QDWLYHVSHFLHVSODQWLQJVDQGćRZHUV
throughout the park would improve the
park’s aesthetic appeal. Some respondents
also suggest making the shoreline softer or
more natural as a way to improve access to
the water. Others recommend creating a
community garden that could be a tool for
ERWKEHDXWLĆFDWLRQDQGHGXFDWLRQ

People want a permanent, accessible,
sanitary bathroom somewhere in the park.
Some suggest bathrooms that are open year
round. Additionally, public water fountains
around the park are a highly desired
amenity that could compliment active uses
in the park.
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Plan for future maintenance
and improvements.
Aside from a broad notion that the park
FRXOGEHQHĆWIURPPRUHPDLQWHQDQFH
paving and repairing roads, paths, and
sidewalks are a priority for respondents.
People would also like easily-maintained,
LPSURYHGWXUIRQWKHVSRUWVĆHOGVDQGLQ
the dog park. People also want existing,
damaged benches and tables to be repaired
or replaced.

Incorporate passive
recreation throughout the
park.
Among ideas for improving passive
recreation, the most common was the
addition of more picnic shelters with grills
around the park, especially near the pool
and waterfront. Others wish for more
comfortable seating and places to hang out
near the water.

Beautify through nature
and art.
Many comments call for more trees,
YHJHWDWLRQJDUGHQVDQGćRZHUVEXWDIHZ
aesthetic suggestions also call for public
art, including murals and sculptures. Some
respondents want decorative fountains and
benches as part of a park-wide landscaping
effort. Removing the I-190 and softening
the shoreline are some of the large-scale
aesthetic considerations recommended by
respondents.

Design for comfort.

Integrate food options.

Adding more comfortable places to sit and
relax could enhance the comfort of the
park. For some, this means indoor seating or
seats with overhead cover. One respondent
even recommends bench swings along
DERDUGZDON6RPHSHRSOHVSHFLĆFDOO\
mention the need for more shade in the
park.

Respondents want a place to get food in the
park. Ideas range from temporary solutions
like food trucks or stands, to permanent
structures like a concession building (new
or renovated) or a restaurant.

Implement a waste
management strategy.

eÒĸÒčúŜÒşĪęĸčúČƥîęúĸŰĭƗȫ

Light up the park.

Some respondents want more parking
throughout the park. Comments clarify that
parking lots should be paved and include
barriers to prevent people from driving into
grass areas to park. People also wish to see
more lenience on parking tickets when a lot
of people use the park at once and parking
is scarce.

Respondents would like to see more
lighting throughout LaSalle. Lighting in the
DWKOHWLFĆHOGVZRXOGPDNHLWHDVLHUWRSOD\
past sundown, while better lighting on the
pedestrian bridge and sidewalks could make
the park feel safer at night.

Comments relating to garbage generally
wish for litter in the park to be cleaned up.
6SHFLĆFVXJJHVWLRQVIRUGRLQJVRLQFOXGH
anchored or permanent garbage cans
that can’t be knocked over, more garbage
cans throughout the park, and stricter
enforcement of litter laws.
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Make LaSalle safer and
more secure.
In terms of physical safety, respondents
wish for improvements to the seawall
railing, soft mats on playgrounds, and
DGGLWLRQDOWUDIĆFFDOPLQJPHDVXUHV7RKHOS
people feel safer in the park, respondents
want more police presence and security
cameras in the park to enforce laws and
park rules. Others advocate for closing the
park at night to reduce crime.

1,164 Survey Responses

Big ideas for LaSalle Park
…more family friendly activities, add
a large playground for young children,
also play areas for teens to use.

Bring the imagination back.
Have more concerts
here, more events,
it’s so big, it’s great.

More
garbage
and
recycling
cans and
more
trees.
Add a beach!

…a waterfront boulevard
connecting LaSalle with the Marina
and with the outer harbor.

Add a LOT
MORE benches.
Something with refreshments,
maybe a beer garden for adults.
Help get people here and involved.

Make a
gateway
entrance to
enhance the
importance of
the park.

More shaded, sitting areas.
Add more fun and colourful
features in the splash pads.

More
community
art, get the
youth involved
from community.

More vegetation - more trees…
more ÀuÌÀy© meadows.

A building for
bathrooms where you
can wash your hands.

More concession options,
maybe food trucks.
-³ËÁ³·©y around the soccer
ËyuŪpeypeËyuŪeue³y¦e©ů

Build a ŰŸşČƥúĭô for soccer.
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Through the eyes of children, in the survey responses of more than a thousand
LaSalle Park users, and in the deliberations of community focus group members
who visited parks in other American cities, a slate of “big ideas” with the power to
transform LaSalle Park is revealed.

Celebrate the
park’s culture
of inclusivity
and diversity.
0DLQWDLQLQJ/D6DOOHèVLGHQWLW\
as a welcoming place for all,
especially nearby residents
DQG%XIIDORèVLPPLJUDQW
community, is crucial.
Installations, amenities,
signage, and other features
should embrace the wealth
of cultures that enjoy LaSalle
3DUNDQGEXLOGRQ%XIIDORèV
identity as an international
community.

Design
creative
play areas
for all ages.

Playgrounds don’t have to
be “off the shelf.” Children
and adults alike are drawn
to things they can touch,
that surprise, that make
them move, and that
incorporate water.
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Embrace nature with
inspiring landscaping.

While LaSalle Park is an oasis for some, many feel that
the landscaping leaves much to be desired. An inspiring
comprehensive plan for a richer, more sustainable
landscape is a must.

Support exciting and
diverse active recreation
opportunities.

People come to parks to play soccer and softball, to skate and
skateboard, to run, bike, walk, and more. Active recreation
facilities in LaSalle Park should be improved, expanded, and
complimented by new amenities, including those that invite
year-round use of the park.

Strengthen
neighborhood
connections.
Park access should be easy,
safe, and equitable, but
LaSalle is disconnected from
many residents of nearby
neighborhoods. Land bridges,
tunnels, signage, and new
routes can span barriers,
promote the park, and support
thriving neighborhoods.
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Sustain the
park with
creative
ƥĸÒĸîęĸč.

Financing the future of
LaSalle Park may require an
innovative combination of
public funding, philanthropy,
corporate sponsorship,
built-in revenue sources, and
partnership.

Connect
people
with
water.

Waterfront parks
VKRXOGEHQHĆWIURP
their unique location
and the views they
offer. To fully realize
its potential, LaSalle
needs to maximize its
direct connections to—
and from—the water,
including features such
as boat launches and
docks, beaches, natural
VKRUHOLQHVDQGĆVKLQJ
piers.

Enrich the
park’s
event
space.
Infrastructure
upgrades, stronger
promotion, and more
events can make the
park’s event pavilion
the major attraction
that visitors want it to
be. New programming
involving the Colonel
Ward Pumping
Station could also
take advantage of the
park’s historic nature.

Enhance the park’s
unique identity with
public art.

Public art contributes to a park’s distinctive sense
of place, especially when it tells the story of the
community and expresses its pride in local history
and culture.

Enable movement
throughout the park.

Spaces in LaSalle feel undifferentiated from
RQHDQRWKHUOLPLWLQJWKHVHQVHRIćRZ&UHDWLYH
topography and landscaping can create connections
and encourage movement around the park.

Provide a space
for concessions.

Whether it’s a permanent building or
spaces for mobile vendors like food
trucks and carts, visitors want a place
to buy food and drink without leaving
the park.

Create quiet and
peaceful places
by separating
disparate uses.

Park users come to parks for quiet refuge
from the city, but noise from cars often
intrudes. LaSalle could be protected
from noise by land forms, landscaping, or
techniques used in other parks.

Get smart about
parking.

Rethink how, why, and when we manage
parking at LaSalle, while considering
the overall role vehicle access should or
should not play throughout the park.

Fix the basics.

Provide seating, restrooms, and water
fountains; ensure security for users;
install appropriate lighting and wayĆQGLQJVLJQDJHPDLQWDLQWKHJURXQGV
pick up litter.
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